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Best Brothers 



Nor ldan and G.yang kho are brothers, and also were playmates and 
herdmates. Nor ldan is older than G.yang kho. They grew up, married, 
and lived separately in two households, but they were still neighbors. 

Years later, Nor Idan's family had a son. Also, in accordance 
with government policy, the two brothers divided and fenced their 
pastures into two sections. Their life became more difficult because 
they needed to herd their livestock very carefully. Otherwise, their yaks 
easily broke through the fences and grazed in the other family's pasture. 

Time passed, and the two wives quarreled because G.yang kho's 
family didn't closely watch their yaks which broke through Nor Idan's 
fences and ate grass in his pasture. 

The conflict between the two families grew. They talked less 
and visited each other less frequently. 

Nor ldan blamed his wife for this, so she returned to her 
parents' home with her son and never returned. Nor ldan soon 
divorced her, thus losing his only son. 

Later, Nor ldan married a young woman who gave birth to two 

girls. 

Time passed. When goats were selling for a good price, Nor 
ldan bought some. Unfortunately, the goats broke through the fences 
and ate the barley in his younger brother's field. The conflict 
intensified. Nor ldan then decided to move to the other side of the 
mountain. 

After about twenty years, Nor Idan's two daughters had 
married. Each now lived in her husband's home. 

G.yang kho was busy celebrating his grandson's three-year-old 
birthday with plenty of food, many guests, lots of liquor, and 
melodious traditional songs. Meanwhile, Nor ldan was herding his few 
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yaks and sheep alone on the other side of the mountain. His hair was 
gray, and he used a walking stick. It seemed the world had forgotten 
him and his family. 
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